Action Alert: FCC Rule Changes

DRONES:

Tool - Toy - Threat
Drones have been a hot legislative topic in Congress and in state legislatures across the country. Earlier this year, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) addressed issues concerning
the use of drones for filmmaking and newscasting. More guidance and formal regulations are
expected during the coming months.
In addition to legislative advocacy, Your CBA participated in several state regulatory forums
this year answering lawmaker’s questions and suggesting ways to strike the appropriate balance between privacy and newsgathering.
It should be noted for clarity that drones have several official names: unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) and remotely piloted aircraft (RPA).
Drone measures passed by the state Legislature and waiting for the Governor’s signature are:
AB 856 –
Expands liability for physical invasion of privacy to include the use of
UAS/UAV/RPAs.
SB 170 –
Prohibits the operation of a UAS/UAV/RPA on or above the grounds of a state
prison or jail.
SB 271 –
Prohibits the operation of a UAS/UAV/RPA on, or less than 350 feet above the
grounds of a public school during school hours.
All of the above bills were amended to reﬂect broadcast concerns.
Three bills aimed at regulating the use of drones in law enforcement (AB 56, SB 15 & SB 262),
did not make it to the Governor’s desk.
California Governor Jerry Brown vetoed a well-intentioned drone bill because it “…could expose the occasional hobbyist and the FAA-approved commercial
user alike to burdensome litigation and new causes
of action.” SB 142 imposed a prohibition on a specific technology (drones) that would have been difficult
to comply with, impossible to enforce, and probably
in conﬂict with the future regulations of the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA). The veto came in response to strong concerns expressed by a
coalition of media organizations regarding its chilling effect on free speech and newsgathering.
SB 142 contained numerous broad and vague provisions related to technology, invasion of
privacy and property rights. For example, the language would allow journalists to be sued if
a UAS/UAV/RPA were to stray into the “airspace overlaying the real property” of owners while
gathering newsworthy information. It also included a requirement for journalists to obtain “express consent” from property owners as part of their newsgathering function.
Continued Inside...

FCC Threatens Rule Change
Last month FCC Chairman Wheeler circulated to his fellow commissioners an item for vote that would
repeal the FCC’s longstanding network non-duplication and syndicated exclusivity rules. These rules
are vital to maintaining the strength and viability of local television broadcasters.
CBA President/CEO Joe Berry along with CBA Board member Jeff Block (KGTV
San Diego) traveled to DC to meet with the Commissioners to highlight the impact
these changes would have on local stations across California and the ability to
serve their viewers.
Joining with representatives from 26 other states, they related examples about
how stations have a strong local presence and their view that rescinding the rules
would have a significant negative impact on their stations’ viability, viewers and advertisers - explaining
to the Commission that the important contribution they make in their communities in the form of local
news and public affairs programming and the ability to serve local advertisers at reasonable rates will
be jeopardized. They also noted that without the rules, small-market stations, and even some not-sosmall-market stations, will be very vulnerable to encroachment by nearby larger markets.
The existing rules were adopted as part of a package of a copyright and communications policy agreement that had three parts. In order to allow program carriage on cable, the cable industry got a compulsory copyright license, and to facilitate their stations’ retransmission on cable, broadcasters got the
rules. As part of one integrated, interdependent agreement, one part cannot be changed without the
other. So a repeal of the rules should not become effective before Congress acts to repeal the compulsory license, which effectively provides for a government-mandated below-market rate subsidy to
MVPs for program retransmission subject to FCC carriage rules.
In each meeting, your CBA asked: What public good will be achieved by this? A realistic prediction is
that repeal will lead to years of chaos and expensive litigation. It will devalue local stations and disserve
their advertisers and their local viewers.
In the days following the meetings, the FCC removed the item from current consideration. Given the Chairman’s desire to ultimately eliminate these rules, it is
certain that the issue will return in the months ahead. Your CBA will continue to
educate the FCC on the impacts this change would have on local stations and
re-visit this issue during our FCC meetings while in DC next February.

Drone Update Continued...
Looking to the near future, the FAA is currently finalizing a rulemaking that will establish UAS/UAV/RPA
safety rules and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) is currently
developing federal best practices recommendations. Senator Chuck Shumer (NY) plans to introduce a
measure in Congress directing the FAA to mandate geofencing to ensure drones cannot operate above
500 feet or within two miles of airports or near sporting events and parades.
Studies have estimated that within the first decade following UAS/UAV/RPA integration into our airspace, California would likely gain almost 20,000 jobs and add $14 billion in economic benefits. Under
the right regulatory approach, those numbers could increase. But those regulations must recognize the
essential role this technology will play in newsgathering and emergency information.

Congressional Meetings
Each August our California congressional representatives return for their extended district work period.
This is always an excellent time to sit down and discuss issues away from the demanding schedules
they face while in Washington, D.C.
On August 20, Jim Kalmenson, GM of KTMZ, and Joe Berry, CBA President/CEO, had an extensive
visit with Congresswoman Norma Torres and her legislative director Grant Kerr. Ms. Torres was elected
to Congress last November, but this is not her first public office. She has been Mayor of Pomona and
a member of both the state Assembly and Senate. Prior to her political career, she was a 9-1-1 dispatcher.
The topics covered in the meeting ranged from
community issues the congresswoman could
address with the help of her local stations, to
national concerns for broadcasters such as the
spectrum auction and music royalties.
If you would like the CBA to arrange a district
meeting with elected officials serving your audience, please let us know.

Member Services
Small Market Television Exchange
The 2015 edition of the Small Market Television Exchange (SMTE) will be held October 8th -10th in
Austin, Texas. This event presents unique leadership strategies, success stories, fresh thinking and
sales promotion ideas that you can use to increase sales. The mantra of the Small Market Television
Exchange (SMTE) is “win”. The theme of this year’s meeting is “no limits”.
Your CBA is offering 10 scholarships for this event. All member stations are eligible; just send us your
information for this “first-in first-served” opportunity. If you have already registered for the SMTE, you
are still eligible for the scholarship.
Contact CBA for scholarship information or application at: mail@yourcba.com or 916-444-2237

Professional Development Assistance
The California Broadcasters Foundation is the non-profit, educational arm of the CBA. The Foundation offers four (4) radio scholarships and four (4) television scholarships each semester. Each
scholarship is $1000 and available to any enrolled college student working as a station intern, or any
station employee (or their immediate family members) majoring in a broadcast-related field (communication, marketing, journalism, engineering, etc.).
Applications and additional information are available at: www.yourcba.com/scholarships/

New Look - New Services: YourCBA.com
YourCBA recently re-launched our website to better serve our members. The biggest change is our
new member account system, which will allow our member stations to log in, interact with the site,
and view “member only” sections. Other additions to the site include:
A New Look:
- The website has been given a brand new mobile friendly layout, with many existing pages
redesigned.
A New CBA Job Bank:
- Using your CBA account, member stations will be able to post job listings straight to the
website and modify the listing. The existing national job bank through our partnership with
Broadcast1Source is also available for CBA members.
A New Members Area:
- Easily connect with other member stations and various broadcasting contacts through 		
your CBA account and sign up for ABIP, Harassment Training, and News Alerts directly on
the website.
A New Station Directory:
- Look up contact information on over 500 of California’s radio and tv stations with ease.
Search through it by format, city, ownership, and more.
Stations will be receiving more information and new website log-in procedures in the following weeks.
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